ABOUT SDPI -




The Sustainable Development Policy
Institute (SDPI)is a n independent,public
interest think tank that provides policy
advice to public, private, voluntary
organizations, formal and informal
communities/groups and individuals
based on p olicy-orientedresearch and
advocacy.

BRIEFHISTORY

SDPI wasfounded inAugust1992onthe
recommendation of the Pakistan
National Conservation Strategy (NCS),
also called Pakistan's Agenda 21. The
NCS outlined the need for an
independent non-profit organization to
serve asa source ofexpertise for policy
analysis and development, policy
intervention, and policy program
advisoryservices.

Hence, the SDPI was established fo
undertake policy researchin thefieldof
sustainable development, outside the
government and formal academic
structure, withfinancial support from the
Canadian International Development
Agency (CIDA). A committee of
government officials, academics,
infellectuals, NGOs and journalists
formulated the by-laws of SDPI and
identified the first Board of Governors
(BoG). The SDPI BoG (Annex 1) is an
independent governing body that
determines not only financial and
managerialpolicies,but alsosupportsthe
Institute's research priorities. SDPI s
registered under the Societies
Registration ActXXlof1860.

For the past 14y ears, despite changes
within Pakistanat thestatelevel,as well
aspostSeptemberl11,2001eventsatthe
global level, SDPI continues t o produce
qualitypolicyresearchandadvocatefor
democratic, peaceful governance and
pro-people initiativesbased on gender

equityandequality.

Mission

Tocatalyzethefransition
fowards sustainable

development definedas
the enhancementof
peace, social justice and

well being,within and
acrossgenerations.

Vision

Bethecenterof

excellenceon sustainable
developmentpolicy
research,fraining and
advocacy inPakistan.
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Mandate
To

conduct policy oriented
research,policyadvice,
andadvocacyfrom a
broadmulti-disciplinary
perspective,

promote the
implementation of
policies, programs,laws
and regulations on
sustainable development,

strengthencivilsociety
throughcollaboration
withotherorganizations
andactivist networks

and facilitatecivilsociety-
governmentinteraction.

disseminate research
findingsandpublic
educationthrough the
media,conferences,
seminars,lectures,
frainingsandpublications.

contributeto building
national research
capacityand
infrastructure.

contribute towards
improving global
governancein
coltaborationwith
regionalandinternational
civilsociety networks.
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GOALS

The following goalsreflectthemainaxes
ofourwork-themeans throughwhichwe
effectchange:

n catalyze the transition fowards
sustainableandjust
developmentinPakistan.

[ serveasa sourceofexpertiseand
advisory services for the
government,private sector, and
non-governmental initiatives
supportingtheimplementationof
a sustainable development
agendainPakistan.

[ providepolicyadvice onmaftters
relating to the vision of the
Institute.

] contribute to strengthening the

social and physicalinfrastructure
forresearchinPakistan.

[ initiate,establishand participate
in collaborative advocacy and
other activities with like-minded
organizations in and outside the
country.

APPROACH

SDPI produces knowledge-knowledge
that can enhance the capacity of the
government and civil society to make
informedpolicydecisionsandtoengage
with each other on issues of public
interest. The Institute acts as both a
generator of original research on
sustainable development issues and o
an information resource for concerned
individualsandinstitutions.

SDPI'sroleisthustwo-fold:

1. Advisory role fulfiled through
research, policy advice and
advocacy.

2. Enabling role realized through
providing other individuals and
organizations with resource
materialstoundertake
sustainabledevelopment
agendasandactivities.



