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RESEARCH ANDPOLICY
ADVICE

CriticalIssuesinEducationPolicy:
Citizens' Review of the
National Education Policy (1998-
2010)

In recent years teachers, education
policy researchers, parents, concerned
citizens, and civil society groups have
campaigned for sweeping reform of
Pakistan'seducationsystem. Responding
to this pressure, the Government of

Pakistandecided toconductamid-term
reviewoftheprevailing EducationPolicy,

laid out in theNationalEducation Policy
1998-2010.

To helpinformtheGovernment'sreview,
SDPI and the Pakistan Coalition for
Education organized a series of public
consultations with teachers, education
adminis t rators , educat ion pol icy
researchers, and concerned citizens in
Islamabad, Karachi, Lahore, Peshawar
and Quetta.The aim w as to clarify and
present an independentperspectiveon
education policy reform. Critique ofthe

policy(1998-2010)couldnot have been
prepared without the five workshop

consultations. The greatest benefit ofthe
workshops was that it was possible to
garner expert opinions from across the
country.Sincemanyeducation-focused
issues reflect specific geographic,
demographic, socio-economical and
cultural contexts, the participants had
useful insights intoregional issues. Some

participants were eagerto r e giste r their
opinions,whileothersweremorereticent.

Briefly,the consultationsconsidered and
gave recommendationsonthefollowing
issues:

�

�

AimsandObjectivesofEducation
Provision of Education: Access,
Financing, Equity, Education for

AllandNon-formalEducation

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

EnsuringQualityofEducation
Teachers' Skills, Methods and
Training
The ExaminationSystem

EducationManagement
Techn ica l a nd Voca t i ona l

Education
Language Teaching and the
MediumofInstruction
PrivateSectorEducation
HigherEducation

RewritingOralHistories

Historyisthestoryofthepast,toldfromthe
perspectiveofthepresent.Asthepresent
changes,historychangeswithit,because
evenifthe pastis,inonesense,entombed
beyond the possibility of alteration, the
constantly changingpresentleadsusto
ask differentquestionsabout it,andtoput

it together inway s tha t seek to make
sensenotonlyof thepast,butofourselves

and ourpresent predicaments.

Sometimes thischangingquestmaybe
guidedby explicitlypolitical agendaslike
the attempts of thestates o f India and
Pakistanto rewritethehistoryoftheregion
to propagate state ideologies and
promotepoliticalagenda.ThePartitionof
1947 was a product not of ancient
animosities, but of modem forces:
colonialism, nationalism, the growthof a
modemstatestructure,and thepromise
ofdemocracy.Whatever,thecasemay

be, the Partition witnessed mass level
communal genocide and human

migration anddisplacement.Itresultedin
the transferofapproximately eightmillion
Muslims,andequivalentnumbersofSikhs
and Hindus, across the Indo-Pakistan
bordersin thenorth-westand north-east
ofthesubcontinent in 1947. The largest
single refugee movement of the 20
centu ry was accompan i ed by

communal violence and atrocities
committed on all sides of the religious

spectrum, witha death tollcalculatedat
approximately1million.

th
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witnesses define some of the specific
questions towhichweseekanswersfrom
individual respondents. How do they
remembertheirpasts,andhowhavethey

adjustedtotheirpresentlivesinrelationto
theirmemoryof thepast Howhavethey

re-exper ienced, cons t ruc ted or

?

The project asks the following key
questions:

�

�

�

�

How did the people of India,

Pakistan and present day
Bang ladesh unde rgo the

massacre and migration during
andafterPartition1947
In 1971, what was the role of
political and external agents in
the establishment, nature and

stabilityofBangladesh
H o w d i d B e n g a l i s f a c e
massacreanddisplacement
How did the immigrants of 1947,
for instance, Bihari community,
migrateagain
What was the role played by
minorities in saving lives and

promoting interfaithharmony

Theaimsoftheproject are,therefore,to
r e c o r d and de ve l o p a m o r e
comprehens ive knowledge base
addressing the above questions and to
gain first hand understanding of the
situation by depending more on oral
history and ethnography. The project
hopes tha t t h i s r eco rd i ng and

understandingwillalsobeanenquiryinto
the cultural patterns, psychological

sources, and social profile of the
genocidal mentality in South Asian
cultures.

InPakistan,theemphasisisontheMohajir
community inSindhand Punjabirefugees
in Punjab; in Bangladesh the focus is on
refugeesfrombothWestBengalandBihar

whomigratedfromIndiatoEastBengalin
1947, and then from Bangladesh to

Pakistanafter1971.

What gives thisproject its urgencyisthat
witnesses are old, and soon their
memoriesmaynotbedirectlyavailable
to us . Yet, these memories, de-
contextualisedandreified,willsurviveas
private fantasies transmitted over the
generationsasparticularlypotentformof
folkmemories.This limitation onthe time
available and the transience of the

?

?

?

?

?
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cauterized the trauma and how have
they transmitted these to the next
generation Have theexperiences ofthe
victimsgivenaspecial meaning t o their

ideas of nation-state, nationalism,
communal and ethnic relations What

explanationdotheygivefortheirsurvival
and what ro les have the other
communities played in that survival
Throughdetailedinterviewsthemannerin
whichavictimorakillerconstructs his or

her life-history centering around these
issues, and the w ay the victim's life style
dovetailsintothe constructedpasts, the
official and the u nofficial histories o f the
community towhichhe or she belongs,is
beingstudied.

Our preliminaryfindings suggestthatthe

strength o f religious beliefs, family and
community t ies might have had

something to do with the position the
rescuers took against the communal
violence. P erhaps, SouthAsia was more
fortunate in that the forces of
modernization and the consequent
individuationand reificationofsocialties
had not gone very far at the time.
Especially i mportant in this context isthe

mannerinwhichthevictimshavechosen
tointerpret theirpastto theirchildrenand

grandchildren.

Bangladesh appeared on the map
followedbylargescaleethnicviolence
and displacement. By recording the
memoriesofpeoplewhowitnessed these
events in 1971, we are trying to
understand the gendered nature of

partitionandwar inthe subcontinent,the
multipleconstructionsandmanifestations

of postcolonial Muslim and Hindu
identities, and developing a humanistic
language aimed at understanding the
actors,events,contexts andoutcomesof
the war to investigate the violence at a
theoretical level, as well as through
autobiographical testimonials of p eople
who exper ienced, perpet rated,
witnessedandsufferedtheravages ofthe
war. Bihari and other migrants who
migratedfromIndiatoEastBengalin 1947

?

?

?

TheProgram team was

alsoinvolved indelivering

research-based

academiclectures / talks

atvariousnational,

regionalandinternational

forums(Annex2);

producing/writing

papers,articles(Annex3-

4);andproposal

development(Annex5).

and then from Bangladesh to Pakistan
after 1971, army and civil servants,
students, media persons, shopkeepers
are currently being interviewed by a

team o f researcher s based in
Bangladesh.

Minorities in Pakistan have been quite
proactive in their approach towards
servingthe society,the roots ofwhichcan
be traced back even before Pakistan
cameintoexistence.Variousaccountsof

minorities' generosity and support are
available, bu t have never been
documented. One objective o f this
researchisalso to provideaninsightinto
the spirit of humanity above the
boundaries o f religion, sect and
language.

This two-yearprojectis presentlyongoing
and being funded by Heinrich Böll

Foundation(HBF).
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