
Panel: Sustainable Energy Solutions for Asia 

Energy is important to improve human life and ensure sustainable economic growth without 

further exacerbating environmental risks (Ashfaq, Gsänger and Malik 2015). However, 

energy systems globally are primarily based on coal, fossil fuels and nuclear sources which 

contribute to environmental degradation. Innovations in the field of renewable energy 

technologies have shown promising prospects for the future. In 2015, renewables installed 

globally (excluding large hydro) represented 53.6% of the total power generation capacity; 

and have outpaced the combined capacity of power generation from fossil-fuel and nuclear 

technology. With dynamic economic growth and increase in population, the energy demand is 

projected to almost double in Asia by 2030. Moreover, today more than 1.2 billion people in 

the world have no access to electricity (Modi 2005). 

 

There is an increasing need to transform our energy system to meet present and future energy 

needs by ensuring environmental sustainability at the same time. To meet such a goal, 

regional cooperation could play an important role in generating, transferring and sharing 

power in a socially, economically and environmentally sustainable manner. This could be 

achieved by joint and equitable use of natural resources, technology transfer, knowledge 

sharing and learning from best practices on renewable energy generation. Already there are 

projects on renewable energy going on in Asia, e.g. the Quaid-i-Azam Solar Park in Pakistan, 

the Indian Welspun Energy Solar Farm in Madhya Pradesh and the Three Gorges Dam in 

China. However, due to constantly changing political circumstances it remains to be seen how 

these projects will progress in the near future.   

 

In order to meaningfully establish a sustainable energy framework in Asia, a clear portfolio 

adapted to the ecologic, social and economic needs of individual countries is needed. In this 

backdrop, the panel will discuss the following key questions: 

 

1. What are the key developments in the field of renewable energies in Asia? 

2. What are the challenges that have been hampering the growth of renewable energies in 

South Asia and the wider region and how can these challenges be overcome? 

3. Is cross-border electricity trade important for ensuring national as well as regional 

energy security? 

4. How could systematic channels be used to enhance energy cooperation, especially the 

exchange of knowledge and sharing of national experiences at the regional level? 
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