
 
Day 2 - Panel: Jobs, Markets and Livelihoods in and after Conflict: Making a Living in and 

after Conflicts 

War-to-peace transitions are expected to trigger the transformation of war-ravaged, jobless 

economies into thriving ones that provide for all. Although large-scale violent conflict is 

certainly capable of suppressing economic activity, the idea that peace organically generates 

jobs, growth and recovery appears far less robust. What seems clear is that, without active 

intervention, economic circumstances do not automatically get better for all following a peace 

agreement. This session will examine empirical evidence from quantitative and qualitative work 

conducted by the SLRC on how people make a living during and after conflicts, including 

findings from a cross-country panel survey as well as more in-depth studies of livelihoods and 

employment in Afghanistan and Uganda.  

The research presented shows that post-conflict transitions are often non-linear, marked instead 

by the continuation of adverse circumstances, and suggests that greater attention must be paid to 

the multiple forms of regulation that constrain and shape local economic activity, many of which 

lie outside the bounds of de jure state policy; the non-conflict-related shocks that characterise 

many people’s ‘enabling environments’ following war; and the political dynamics underlying 

processes of economic recovery and development. Linked to this, there is a pressing need to 

refine exactly what a ‘good jobs’ or ‘decent work’ agenda could (and should) look like in 

conflict-affected environments. 
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This panel is part of a recovering from conflict conference sub-stream convened by The Secure 
Livelihoods Research Consortium (SLRC) in collaboration with the Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute (SDPI). SLRC is a six-year global research programme exploring livelihoods, basic services and 
social protection in conflict-affected situations. Funded by UK Aid from the UK government (DFID), Irish 
Aid and the European Commission (EC), SLRC was established in 2011 with the aim of strengthening the 
evidence base and informing policy and practice around livelihoods and services in conflict. SLRC’s 
research focuses on eight conflict-affected countries: Afghanistan; Democratic Republic of the Congo 



 
(DRC); Nepal; Pakistan; South Sudan; Sri Lanka; Uganda; and Sierra Leone. The Sustainable Development 
Policy Institute (SDPI) is a partner institution and the Overseas Development Institute (ODI) is the lead 
institution. www.securelivelihoods.org 

 

http://www.securelivelihoods.org/

