
 

 

Day 2 - Panel: Markets, Value Chains and Social Networks  

In ‘fragile settings’, markets are normatively constructed as core instruments and engines, that 

drive peace-building, growth and development. In the (post-)war economy of Afghanistan, for 

example, new opium-substitution crops such as saffron are cast as the silver bullet to not only 

‘cleanse’ rural commodity markets of violence, but also to provide livelihoods for all. And in 

post-conflict situations around the world, facilitating the incorporation of young people (and 

particularly young men) into the labour market is seen as an absolutely essential first step in 

peace-building and recovery, their otherwise disconnectedness viewed as a major security threat. 

In this panel, a range of case studies – covering a variety of contexts and sectors – consider both 

the potential and the limits of markets as ‘vehicles for recovery’, pushing past the normative 

view of their instrumental value towards a more nuanced appreciation of the way in which 

markets actually work for the poor in such settings. 
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Giulia Minoia, SLRC Afghanistan On Onions and Saffron in Afghanistan 

 

Abid Suleri, SLRC Pakistan and SDPI Swat Fruit Markets and Recovery in FATA 

 

Irina Mosel, HPG - ODI Markets 

 

 

This panel is part of a recovering from conflict conference sub-stream convened by The Secure 
Livelihoods Research Consortium (SLRC) in collaboration with the Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute (SDPI). SLRC is a six-year global research programme exploring livelihoods, basic services and 
social protection in conflict-affected situations. Funded by UK Aid from the UK government (DFID), Irish 
Aid and the European Commission (EC), SLRC was established in 2011 with the aim of strengthening the 
evidence base and informing policy and practice around livelihoods and services in conflict. SLRC’s 
research focuses on eight conflict-affected countries: Afghanistan; Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC); Nepal; Pakistan; South Sudan; Sri Lanka; Uganda; and Sierra Leone. The Sustainable Development 
Policy Institute (SDPI) is a partner institution and the Overseas Development Institute (ODI) is the lead 
institution. www.securelivelihoods.org 
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