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The eight-nation South Asian region accounts for almost one-third of the extremely poor population 

of the world and experiences a growing trend of rural to urban migration with a 14% share of the 

world’s urban population. Reliance of most of this population on urban resources would be increased 

to a larger extent by 2050 (Ellis and Roberts 2016). This would increase the number of poor and 

inequalities in the cities and would necessitate transforming urban poverty and inequality. 

 

Urbanisation is rising unabatedly and mega cities such as Delhi, Mumbai, Dhaka, Karachi, Lahore, 

Kolkata and Colombo are expanding with migration from rural areas for various reasons, such as 

disasters, conflicts, employment, and lack of rural civic amenities (Miah 2016). The UNDP Human 

Development Report (2014) quotes data for the period 1980-2011 that urban-centric economic growth 

in cities in South Asia attracts rural populations and already 30.9% of the region’s population lives in 

urban areas. The report also highlights that Pakistan’s 36.2% of the population lives in cities, followed 

by Bhutan with 35.6%, India with 31.3%, Bangladesh with 28.4% and Afghanistan with 23%. 

Maldives has a different character than other fellow South Asians, so it has 41.2% urban population. 

Only Nepal and Sri Lanka have been maintaining their rural-urban ratio and rural agrarian economies.  

 

These statistics do not mean that these migrants are better off. In fact, according to the ‘State of the 

World’s Cities 2012-13’ report, 35% of the urban population lives in slums in poverty (UN Habitat 

2012). So, we find that the urbanisation is perpetuating poverty, disparities and inequalities.  

The urban poor have to live on a meagre income in shady slums amid vulnerability to diseases and 

with nominal or no education and other civic amenities as they cannot pay for everything. Most of 

their children live in precarious conditions also become stunted (Mahbub ul Haq Centre Annual 

Report 2014). Urbanisation is causing burden on resources and pushing the urban poor into extreme 

poverty and inequality. This situation needs to be transformed. This panel would look into the 

phenomenon by raising the following key questions: 

 

1. Do the governments in South Asia look at their urban development policies in line with SDG-

11 (Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable)? 

2. Do the South Asian governments have any plans to transform urban poverty and inequality so 

that the people migrating to urban areas advance socially and economically? 

3. Do the South Asian governments have any plans to provide facilities to the rural population to 

check migration?  

 

The panel would provide a platform to discuss the above questions with a people-centric approach to 

development and transformation processes so that the benefits of development are enjoyed by both the 

rich and the poor living in urban settings. 
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